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Summary
In September 2020, as the tourist season drew to a close and local lockdowns were being introduced
across the country, we surveyed our community to find out what they felt about returning to the old
normal or whether they wanted a different future, a more sustainable and climate-friendly one, for
Bude, Stratton and surrounding parishes. We were delighted with the response. We had over 230
responses, across all age groups.
We tested a number of different ideas for the future across six key areas – transport, homes, energy,
shopping, local environment and the local economy. People were asked to score each idea on a
scale of one to five, rating them from a ‘bad’ to a ‘great’ idea.
The survey also asked how people’s priorities had changed, as a result of the coronavirus lockdown,
as this has caused many to think afresh about what is most important to them.

Highlights
The results showed a remarkable degree of consensus around many of the ideas proposed. It was
clear that people are looking for genuine, positive change and are ready to work together to build a
healthier, happier, low carbon future and we are excited to report the following ‘top ten’ - ideas with
the highest net positive* results:
• Collection points for hard to recycle items

217

• Gardeners actively encouraging wildlife

216

• More of what we buy is grown or made locally

215

• Big reduction in food waste

214

• Many new trees have been planted

214

• Wildlife corridors created

213

• Solar panels on schools and public buildings
• Flourishing town centre

210
208

• Farmers encourage biodiversity and minimise environmental impact
• We are much better at caring for vulnerable groups

206
206

*the number of people who think it a great or good idea, minus those who think it a bad or doubtful idea.
The greatest uncertainty was over reducing the numbers of privately owned cars. 32% were against
the idea, 33% unsure and 35% positive.
Only three other ideas were considered to be ‘doubtful’ or ‘bad ideas’ by more than 20% of people:
Park & Ride, Pedestrianizing Bude town centre and, Most people eating significantly less meat.
However, each of these ideas was considered great or good by 50% or more of those who completed
the survey.
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An emerging vision
The aim of the Reimagining Bude project is to create a future for Bude, Stratton & surrounding
parishes that is healthier, happier, greener and more sustainable. The first step is to paint a picture
of exactly what this future would look like. Now, thanks to the survey, we have a much clearer idea.
This is the emerging vision of how we want our community to be:

We have clean air and
quiet roads thanks to
improved public
transport and cycle
paths.

We have thriving
businesses as more of
what we buy is made or
grown locally, more is
repurposed, repaired or
recycled & less is wasted.

Our homes are warm,
and energy efficient,
with truly affordable
housing for our young
people.

Through the cooperation
of gardeners, farmers and
the council we have a
flourishing environment,
rich in biodiversity.

We are producing clean,
renewable energy, at
scale, locally and trading
it through a community
energy group.

In our strong, cohesive
community; vulnerable
people are supported,
resources and skills are
shared and creativity is
encouraged & thriving.

Over the coming months a series of project groups will be formed to take forward some of these ideas
and come up with concrete plans. You can find out more and learn how you can get involved on the
Transition Bude website https://www.transitionbude.org/
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Background: about the Survey
The Reimagining Bude Survey was organised by Transition Bude as part of a wider exercise to
engage the local community in developing plans and projects to create the sustainable future we
want for our area.
The original plan had been to invite representatives from all sectors of the community to a face to
face ‘Visioning Event’. Of course, Covid-19, meant that we had to find an alternative approach.
In addition to the survey, Transition Bude hosted two free, online events, open to everyone, to fire up
our imaginations and harness enthusiasms to turn ideas into action.
The survey provides quite a detailed picture of what people think and what they see as the priorities
for the coming years. The plan is to use the results of the survey and the online events to work out
how, together we can make things happen.
The survey was divided into three sections:
Part 1 asked people how their views have changed, as a result of lockdown.
Part 2 invited them to consider and rate different ideas on what the future might look like.
Part 3 invited people to provide their names and contact details if they wished to stay in touch or
get involved. It also asked for age range and postcode information as we were keen to ensure
that we were reaching a wide cross section of the population.
The survey was conducted entirely online, as it would have been difficult to manage a paper-based
questionnaire during Covid prevention measures. It was open for the month of September 2020.

Survey sample
The survey was publicised through multiple channels: Transition Bude’s mailing list, personal emails,
local Facebook groups, and via posters and leaflets handed out at the Bude Artisan Market. We are
grateful to the many local organisations which publicised it through their own channels.
The aim was to throw the net as wide as possible and, as fewer than half of respondents were already
on the Transition Bude mailing list, we feel encouraged that we have achieved that.
There was no age limit on the survey, and responses from younger people were actively encouraged.
We got 233 responses in total and after removing duplicates this was whittled down to 228, and it is
the data from this sample group that is presented in this report.
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Age profile
The pie chart below shows the breakdown between different age groups. Younger audiences were
less well represented compared to the over 40s, but there was still a meaningful input from groups
of all ages.

Age of respondents
3%

5%
7%

13%

47%

Under 20
21-30

25%

31-40
41-50
51-60
Over 60
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Where people live
We were keen to hear from a wide range of people who know and love our area. As you can see from
the chart below 71% of responses were from people living in the EX23 postcode area. (82% of those
who gave their postcode). We were also happy to receive replies from others who see the future of
Bude, Stratton and surrounding parishes to be important enough to them, for them to take the time to
complete our survey.

Where do our respondents live?

13%
4%
5%

7%

71%

Bude & Surrounds
Holsworthy
other Devon
Not Devon or Cornwall
No postcode given
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Part 1: How has the Covid crisis affected your views?
The coronavirus pandemic has been a shock to the system in so many ways. It has prompted many
of us to stop, think and reassess our priorities. This section asked people how their priorities had
changed as a result of Covid-19. They were asked to say which issues seemed ‘more important’ or
‘less important’. They could also choose ‘no real change’ or ‘not relevant to me’.
Responses are presented below, ranked by which seemed ‘more important’ to the most people.

How have your priorities changed as a result of ongoing
Covid-19 restrictions
Safety & Health
Local Community

73

Local Environment

72

Public Services

22

Job

21
0%

10%

11

46

More important

40%

No Change

32

4

43
30%

50%

12

6

60

20%

10

9

50

60%

Less important

1

17

3

46

31

Food

5 1

43

34

Money

22

40

42

Education

1

34

51

Wider Economy

3

25

56

Climate Change

1

26

65

Mental Health

1

18

81

70%

80%

90%

100%

Not Applicable

Main messages
•
•

•
•
•

Worries about Safety and Health came top of the list – these were mentioned as an
increased priority by 81% of respondents
Concerns about people’s own livelihoods came lowest on the list, with 32% saying that it was not
applicable to them. This could be a reflection of the fact that nearly half of our respondents were
over 60 years of age.
Over 70% noted how their appreciation of the local environment, and being part of a
local community, had increased.
Public Services and Mental Health were also shown to be major areas of concern.
More than half of the respondents said that Climate Change seemed more important now.
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Comments
People were asked what positives had emerged from lockdown that they would like to preserve, and
what other priorities had come to the fore. Many shared their thoughts.
The most frequent comments were about:
•
•
•
•
•

Concerns for the physical & mental health and well-being of themselves and their families.
Appreciation for the strong sense of Community as family, friends, neighbours and strangers
supported the most vulnerable.
Reduced traffic / more walking and cycling, creating an improved environment which is quieter
and cleaner with more wildlife.
Working from home was strongly supported together with suggestions that this should become
the new normal.
How we get our food. More people are growing their own or buying from local producers.
And many said how much they appreciated shopping deliveries, particularly from local
businesses
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Part 2: What do we want the future to look like?
This was divided into sections focusing on six different aspects of life.

A. How we get around

D. How we shop, eat
and use resources

B. Our homes

C. Where we get our energy

E. Our local environment

F. Our local economy
and community

In each we asked people to consider a series of ideas on how the future might look by 2030 and
rate them on a scale of 1 to 5, where:

1 = bad idea

2 = doubtful idea

3 = not sure

4 = good idea

5 = great idea

Explaining the graphs
The results are summarised below, broken down into the six thematic sections.
Results are shown as a series of charts. Each one is sorted according to which ideas got the
highest average score with the most popular at the top, and the least popular at the bottom.
A traffic light colour system is used to show the split between positive and negative responses.
•

“Great” or “good” ideas are coloured in bright green & pale green, respectively.

•

“Bad” or “doubtful” ideas are in red & pink.

• Where people were “not sure”, it is coloured amber.
The numbers in each coloured block show how many chose that option, and the percentage scale
at the bottom allows you to assess the overall breakdown as a proportion of the total number of
responses.
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A. How we get around
People were asked how they would like our transport system and modes of travel to be different in
2030

Main messages

▪ There was very strong support for improved, integrated public transport including
reconnecting Bude to the rail network.
▪ We need a network of traffic free foot paths and cycle paths connecting local villages to Bude.
▪ While over 60% supported a big shift towards electric cars, far fewer felt that a large reduction
in the numbers of privately owned cars would be a great or good idea.

What else would you like to see?
“A free local hop on hop off electric bus service”
“The needs of the less able to be built into ALL
thinking about how we get around”
“Wave energy used to power electric cars”
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B. Our homes
We asked: “What will we have done by 2030 to make our homes more environmentally
sustainable?”

Main messages
▪ Flood plains and other green spaces must be protected from development.
▪ Older housing stock should be improved with grants available for green improvements
▪ More than 80% of respondents feel that new houses should be ‘zero carbon’, that homes
should be heated by green electricity and that we should be better at conserving water.

What else would you like to see?
“New homes built to reduce the need for heating/cooling -smart design”

“Every house to have solar panels”
“Affordable housing for local people
“Less homes being used solely for holidays”
“Empty buildings need to be converted to housing”
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C. Where our energy comes from
We asked: “Where should we be getting our energy from in 2030?”

Main messages
▪ The idea of putting solar panels on schools and public buildings was supported by over 90%
of respondents and on most homes by over 70%.

▪ More than 60% thought that a local community energy group would be a good idea, although
there was less support for more wind turbines or solar farms
▪ Many of those who commented were in favour of capturing the power of the sea.

What else would you like to see?
“Investment in tidal power”
“Encourage businesses to turn off lights when they close for
the night”
“An impartial team available locally to give free advice on
how to improve”
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D. How we shop, eat, and use resources
A large part of our environmental footprint is determined by how we shop, eat, and use resources.

Main messages
▪ Waste is a major area for concern, with more than 90% of respondents wanting single use
plastic banned, collection points for hard to recycle items and a big reduction in food waste.
▪ In a similar vein, around 80% of people who completed the survey want repair cafes and
opportunities to swap and share goods and resources.
▪ More than 90% feel that more of what we buy should be grown or made locally with 80%
supporting more people growing their own food.
▪ While “most people eating significantly less meat” was the least popular idea here, it was
still supported by more than 50%, with fewer than 24% believing it to be a bad or doubtful
idea.
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What else would you like to see?
“Food and drink to have an associated ‘carbon cost’ on display”
“I would love to see many more allotments”
“Community growing area”
“People help to grow food in exchange for food”
“Basic cooking, household management and gardening to be taught to all
children”
“Education about the food we eat and its impact on our health - the
microbiome, food miles, regenerative farming. There are experts on all
these subjects in Bude”
“Stop throwing food away (supermarkets especially), give food to the
needy via a click and collect option.”
“Town centre manager to support independents and prevent over
commercialisation.”
“Making/buying British/Cornish goods the norm.”
“More local …
initiatives
cottage industries
food markets
farm shops
fish
bakeries and fruit and veg shops”
“Holding local businesses accountable when they prioritise profit from
unsustainable / unethical means! … For example, the sale of essentially
single use body boards during the summer months.”
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E. Our local environment
People were asked “what would you like our local environment to be like in 2030?”

Main messages

▪ There is very strong support for developing and protecting wildlife habitats, in our gardens,
farms and areas managed by the council.
▪ Over 90% want to see more trees planted and wildlife corridors created.
▪ 80% + would like to see wildlife audits caried out.

What else would you like to see?
“Planning permission required for removal of hedgerows or
any other encroachment onto green areas.”
“Encouraging children and young people to connect with
nature - by whatever means!”
“Much less council grass cutting - perhaps turning the
barren grass in front of the castle into a wildflower
meadow”
“Tackle farming pollution. Less chemicals on the land and
less slurry getting into the rivers and sea”
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F. Our local economy and community
In the final section, people were asked “what other changes would you like to see by 2030?”

Main messages
▪ Support for a stronger local community, caring for the vulnerable, was over 90%.
▪ A thriving local green economy with more people working from home or employed locally was
also very strongly supported.
▪ More opportunities to learn about the climate and environment was popular, – although there
was a caution in the comments: “Don’t swamp our schools with too many ‘agenda’ causes.”
▪ 80% of people felt that an empty building should be made available for community groups
and there were many suggestions about reusing vacant buildings for a variety of purposes,
including:
providing work hubs to enable people to work locally,
youth groups
creative workshops
repair shop
library of things
art, music, plays, dancing
sharing skills and knowledge
housing the homeless
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What else would you like to see?
“A less hedonistic society”
“Valuing and protecting the simple things in life.”
“Community fridges (in addition to the Food Bank)”
“I would love to see free activities and groups to encourage
people from different backgrounds to work together and be
friends and for better access to people with a very low income,
disabilities or no transport.”
“Less dependency on imported goods.”
“A way of communicating what’s going on which reaches
everybody”
“More access to artists, craftsmen, and other vocations for our
youth, seeing and being mentored by adults in meaningful work
would be revolutionary.”
“Local community events and friendship groups for All age
groups.”
“Better paid jobs in the area.”
“The cessation of tourism as the mainstay of the Cornish
economy.”
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Part 3: What next?
We invited people to leave their name (optional) and asked for their age group and post code so that
we could see how well our survey had reached beyond our usual supporter group.
Staying in contact and getting involved

Respondents were asked if they would like to be kept informed of or get involved in any of the
projects which come out of this work and if they had any specific interests and/or skills to
offer. The response was extremely encouraging – 156 people (68% of respondents) said they
would be prepared to be involved in projects either immediately or at some point in the future.

The most common type of skills offered are those involving care for the environment such as
tree planting, seeding wildflowers and protecting wildlife. People also volunteered to get involved
in transport and cycling projects, and those which involved art and photography and supporting
schools and young people.

Next steps:
The survey shows a clear picture of the future local people are hoping for, with a remarkable
degree of consensus. The challenge for Transition Bude is to make that future happen.

If you would like to learn more about Transition Bude, or get involved in one of the Project
Groups, follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/transitionbude/ , visit the website:
https://www.transitionbude.org/ or contact us at: hello@transitionbude.org
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